Fort Hays State University

FHSU Scholars Repository
Buildings & Facilities

Campus History Collections

10-2-1997

Fort Hays State University News - Plaque to Honor Memory of
Lewis Field Pioneers
Fort Hays State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholars.fhsu.edu/buildings

Recommended Citation
Fort Hays State University, "Fort Hays State University News - Plaque to Honor Memory of Lewis Field
Pioneers" (1997). Buildings & Facilities. 524.
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/buildings/524

This Document is brought to you for free and open access by the Campus History Collections at FHSU Scholars
Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Buildings & Facilities by an authorized administrator of FHSU
Scholars Repository. For more information, please contact ScholarsRepository@fhsu.edu.

Fort Hays State University
·N EWS
OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY RELATIO NS

• 600 Park St. • Hays, KS 67601-4099 • (785) 628-4206
• Bob Low en, Direc tor • Kent Steward, Director Design ate
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Sixty-three years ago this fall, 100 young men began their college education at Fort Hays
State University. They lived in two wooden buildings on grounds near Lewis Field Stadium
while working their way through college and completing their studies. The men became
known as the Lewis Field Pioneers.
On Saturday, Oct. 11, at 10 a .m., a plaque in memory of those 100 pioneers will be
dedicated in front of the east side of Lewis Field Stadium. Some of those original 100 men
will be on hand for the ceremony.
Scheduled to speak are Bob Culley of Hill City, president of the Lewis Field Club, Art Leas
of Hays, one of the original 100 pioneers, and Dr. Edward H. Hammond, President of
FHSU. Debra Prideaux, executive director of alumni and governmental relations at FHSU,
will introduce the speakers.
The buildings the men lived in were former horse stables built in 1933 by the Civilian
Conservation Corps. The buildings were formerly the property of the Golden Belt Fair
Association and were located on land near the campus which was owned by the state of
Kansas.
Their first year on campus, the men were charged $12 a month for room and board.
Each man earned his room and board by working 48 hours a month at the rate of 25
cents an hour. The men worked as janitors, yard men, night watchmen, in the cafeteria,
print shop, laundry, greenhouse, library, college farm, dairy, and some cleaned cesspools
and sewers.
In 1937, a dormitory was built under the east side of Lewis Field Stadium and additional
men lived there and became a part of the Lewis Field group.
As the student population at FHSU grew and World War II came to an end, barracks

from abandoned Walker Air Base east of Hays, were moved to the Lewis Field area. Those
barracks were converted into 123 apartments which 'w ere occupied for some 20 years by
married students and faculty members.
By the late 1960s however, modem, on-campus housing and additional off-campus
housing had caught up with the demand and the barracks were no longer needed. The
entire Lewis Field area was cleared of the old wooden buildings.
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